6 JUVENILE SPORTS 

like to have been the cafe with the third 
card. I had brought the two firft to my fa- 
ther very properly, and was travelling to- 
wards him with the third, when I obferved 
my mother did not fmile at me as before. 
I concluded I was wrong; I therefore re- 
turned back again, and upon fccond confi- 
dent ion hit on the right. 

After I had learned the vowels, I was 
in like manner played into a perfed 
knowledge of all the confonants, and then 
was dirc&ed to fetch whole words, liich 
as and , but , < when , and others of the like 
fort. 1 always gave much fatisfadion, and 
was fure at the completion of any thing 
great to receive an adequate reward. I 
was the more eager in the purfuit of this 
infant knowledge, as I was made to be- 
lieve it was rather an indulgence than a 
com pul hon. 

From the knowledge of thefe twenty- 
four cards, 1 proceeded to enquire into 
the contents of twenty-fix more; (for in 
this pack arc no lefs than fifty-fix cards) 
on which were printed the Italic alpha- 
bet, befidcs a great number of moral 
feiitimcnts. Thefe I foon made myfelf 
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maftcr of, as well as of the figures and 

"Mytiher, now feeing I had made a 
• , ^-no-refs in the fcience or my r\c\ 
pa (time, told me, that I wa^erfedly qua- 
lified to play at the game ol lquarcs pr 
perly. Accordingly, lor lome nig .ts ° 
CL, he permitted me to invite lome of 
my little neighbours to drink tea wit i m^ 
when he taught - this game in Us utmoft 
extent : which afforded us lo much del & » 


wun icuti* 

For brevity fake, I (hall here omit my 
father’s diredions for playing at this game, 
fince it would be ufelels to thole who are 
not poffeflcd of the fquares ; and to thole 
who have bought them, it would be nced- 
lefs, as a little book is folded up with them, 
containing a very particular description of 
their ufe. 

After following this method for feveral 
nights, I found none of my little compa- 
nions able to cope with me, fo that I pre- 
sently grew tired of my pafteboard fquares; 
but one day, obferving a little book lying 




